
   
 

 

How to generate a voice-over-slides video with decent file size 

 

Andreia Cathelin, May 28, 2020 

 

1. Start from a regular pptx file containing your slides 

2. Record voice over slide, using the regular feature embedded in MS power-point:  

a. go to Slide Show, then Record Slide Show, Record from beginning. 

b. Just before starting the recording, on the new window that you get, please change the 

pointer format into, for example, a red laser-pointer, otherwise the regular pointer will 

not be visible on the recorded slides. 

c. You can record all at once, or slide by slide. You will get a light grey loudspeaker 

pictogram in the right bottom corner et each slide. 

d. Recommendation: voice-over-slides format has not exactly the same result as presenting 

live the same set of slides. All the verbal tics are much revealed on such recording. We 

recommend that you prepare the text you wish to say for each slide and read it for the 

voice recording phase. 

 

3. Once you are happy with your voice-over-slides pptx file, it is time to transform it into a video. 

For this, we recommend Stream tool from the MS Office suite. The resulting file will be an mp4, 

of very large size. 

 

 



   
 

 

 

4. Compress the resulting mp4 with a video compression tool. We recommend handbrake, which 

has a portable and free of charge version: https://handbrake.fr/rotation.php?file=HandBrake-

1.3.2-x86_64-Win_GUI.zip 

 

5. Several setting can be tried; we recommend the following combination: 

a. Video: keep it as it is: 

 
 

b. Audio: apply some compression. We recommend go to AAC 64kb bitrate. 

 
 

https://handbrake.fr/rotation.php?file=HandBrake-1.3.2-x86_64-Win_GUI.zip
https://handbrake.fr/rotation.php?file=HandBrake-1.3.2-x86_64-Win_GUI.zip


   
c. When fine with your settings, click Start Encode (green button on the top main page). 

The final file is a m4v. Please check that you have the good quality. 

 

My example of file sizes: 

- Pptx (slides only): 4MB 

- Same Pptx with voice-over-slides: 56MB 

- After direct conversion with Stream: mp4 file: 710MB 

- After compression with handbrake and the indicated setting: final file (m4v): 84MB 

Enjoy! 

 

 

 


